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The Trafó Archive is the new virtual interface of Trafó House of 
Contemporary Arts, offering public access to the institution’s 
document collections. By providing open access to the materials 
hitherto available only to employees, we aim to democratise 
Trafó’s intellectual and cultural legacy, and to share its knowledge 
capital.

The Trafó Archive is a platform for renewal  – as opposed to closure 
– where equal emphasis is placed on processing the past and 
shaping the future. The transparent organisation of the historical 
records of the institution serves as  a basis for self-reflection.

Through its online platform, as well as through collaborations, 
programmes and consultation opportunities, the Archive opens up 
a new channel for the current Trafó community and future 
professionals pursuing their studies. Its constant development is 
based on mutual knowledge transfer between the patrons and to 
that effect, the Archive initiates a continuous and — from the 
professional and generational perspectives — broad consultation.
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On its online interface the Trafó Archive groups together the 
institution’s own documents and external documents into separate 
collections. The collections contain written and visual materials 
relating to the programmes, the building and the organisation. 
They are structured following the logic of simple folder systems. 
Each item has its own data page, where more detailed information 
is displayed alongside the basic data, as well as items from the 
Archive that belong to another collection but are closely related to 
the content accessed. The related content items are clickable and 
lead to their own collections in further sections of the Archive. Thus, 
a network is created, the nodes of which – the data pages – open 
up new paths for the user. Accordingly, collections can be traver-
sed and individual documents are always displayed in context. 

The interface can be used for both targeted searches and free 
browsing. In the dynamic filtering system all existing information 
can be searched at all times and all search criteria can be selected 
from freely.
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The users’ experience and the Trafó community’s needs will shape 
the future of the Trafó Archive. All feedback helps identify and 
correct errors and fill in gaps, thus contributing to the growth of the 
Archive.

Since we aim to provide access locally, regionally, and 
internationally, all information and a citation guide is available in 
English. Additional documents and video footage not made 
accessible online are available for on-site research. Trafó staff 
offers consultation in English and Hungarian. For more information 
please contact us at archivum@trafo.hu.
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